
A dog’s life 

On Thursday, Abby and Lebo got onto the school 
bus. Poor Ben could not get onto the bus. “No Ben, 
you can’t come on!” said Lebo. “No dogs allowed!” 
 

On Friday, Abby and Lebo went to the library. Poor 
Ben could not go into the library. “No Ben, you can’t 
come in!” said Abby. “No dogs allowed!” 
 

On Saturday, Abby and Lebo went to the beach. 
Poor Ben could not go onto the beach. “No Ben, you 
can’t come with us!” said Abby. “No dogs allowed!” 
 

On Sunday, Abby and Lebo went to play in the park. 
Poor Ben could not go into the park. “No Ben, you 
can’t come in!” said Abby. “No dogs allowed!” 
 

Poor Ben sat under the tree at the gate. “Grr!” said 
Ben. He waited and waited. Ben fell asleep. Zzzzzz ... 
Then he started to dream. 

 



What did Ben dream? 

Ben dreamed he was on the bus. “I will sit on the 
front seat of the bus,” said Ben. Ben looked out of 
the window and enjoyed the ride. 
 

Ben dreamed that he was in class. He sat in the 
front of the class, between Abby and Lebo. “I can’t 
wait for playtime,” said Ben. “And then it will be 
lunchtime!” 
 

Ben dreamed he was digging in the sand and surfing 
the waves. Ben was having a good time. “Life is 
great!” he shouted. 
 

Then Ben dreamed he was in the park with lots of 
other dogs. There were big dogs and small dogs and 
long dogs and short dogs. Ben jumped on the swing. 
“Swing, swing!” he sang. 
 

Ben went round and round on the merry-go-round. 
He went up and down the slide. He went up and 



down on the see-saw. Then Ben dug in the sandpit. 
Ben had a great time. 
 

And then … Lebo and Abby came to the gate. “Wake 
up Ben! We are going home now,” said Lebo. “Huh? 
Wake up?” said Ben. “Do you mean I was 
dreaming?”  

“Oh no! It’s a dog’s life!” thought Ben. 

 

1. Vocabulary 

school library park dream went 
dreamed  looked   enjoyed   sat jumped 
were surfing digging lunchtime playtime   
 

2. Answer  the  questions  about  the  story.  Remember 
to  answer  in  full  sentences. 

a) Who went to school on the school bus? 

_________________________________________________ 

b) Why could Ben not get onto the bus? 

_________________________________________________ 



c) Where did Abby and Lebo go on - 

Friday?__________________________________________ 

Saturday? _______________________________________ 

Sunday? _________________________________________ 
 

d) Who did Ben dream he was in the park with?  

______________________________________________ 

 
e) Fill in the missing words: 

Ben dreamed he was ____________in the sand and 
____________the waves.  
 
f) Do you think Ben was disappointed that it was only a 
dream? _________________________________________ 

Why do you say that? 
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________ 
 
 
 



3. Find  the  opposites  in  the  story: 

long  up  
big  fell asleep  
 

4. Past tense: 

Find the past tense for the following words in the story: 

dream  look  
is digging  jump  
enjoy  sit  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The school shed is on fire 

Today when we were in class we smelled smoke. 
Ben the dog started to sniff. What was that smell? 
 

We had to stand together in a line under the trees. 
We watched the shed burning. We felt afraid. 
Teacher phoned 10177. 
 

Six firemen came to put the fire out. They had big 
belts and choppers and they wore masks. 
 

They came in a bright red fire engine. They used a 
thick hose and put the fire out. Our shed was saved. 
 
 

1. Vocabulary 
 
smell sniff shed burning watched 
afraid firemen bright choppers belts 
engine hose saved used smoke 
 



2. Choose  two  words  from  the  vocabulary-box  and 
write  your  own  sentences  with  them. 
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________ 

 

3. Answer  the  questions  about  the story.  Remember 
to  answer  in  full  sentences. 

a) What did they smell when they were in class? 

_________________________________________________ 
 

b) Fill in the missing words: 

We had to_______________________________________. 

We watched the __________ burning. We felt________. 

Teacher phoned  ___________. 

The firemen had big ___________ and ______________ 

and the wore __________.  

 



c) How many firemen came to put out the fire? 

_________________________________________________ 

 

d) What did the firemen use to put out the fire? 

_________________________________________________ 

 

4. Present tense: 

Write the following words in present tense: 
wore  came  
watched  felt  
used  They had  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A new baby  

Today Bobby’s mother told him that she was going 
to have a baby. “While I am in hospital, granny will 
look after you,” she said. “But I don’t want a baby,” 
Bobby complained. “How can I play with a baby?” “I 
want a big brother,” he said. 
 

A few days later mother went to hospital. Father 
told Bobby that the baby was born. “Is it a girl or a 
boy?” Bobby asked. “It is a boy,” answered father. 
 

That afternoon, father, Bobby and granny went to 
see the baby. The hospital was very busy. Bobby 
saw doctors and nurses. He saw an ambulance 
arrive with a sick man. “Where is the baby?” Bobby 
asked. 
 

Bobby went to the baby ward. He looked at the 
babies. He stared at a baby wearing a Bafana 
jersey. Bobby knew this was his brother. “He is so 
cute. He looks just like me,” Bobby said. 



Bobby looked at the baby and asked: “Does he have 
a name?” “Yes, Andy.” “Does he have teeth?” “Not 
yet.” “Can he play soccer?” 
 

Baby Andy opened his eyes. He looked at Bobby. 
Then, the baby lifted his hand. “Look, he is giving me 
a high five!” Bobby said excitedly. “Don’t worry baby 
brother. I love you just as you are. We will play 
soccer when you are a bit older.” 

 

1. Vocabulary - Read as fast as you can 
 

mother baby hospital complained father 
granny doctors nurses ambulance sick 
jersey teeth excitedly brother older 
 
2. Answer  the  questions  about  the  story.  Remember 
to  answer  in  full  sentences. 
 

a) Who did mother tell that she is going to have a baby? 
_________________________________________________ 



b) Who was going to look after him whilst his mother 
was in hospital? 
________________________________________________ 
 
c) Was Bobby happy about his mother having a baby? 
_______________________________________________ 
Why do you say so? 
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________ 
 
d) What did Bobby see at the hospital? 
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________ 
 
e) What was the baby's name? 
_________________________________________________ 
 
f) What did Bobby say the baby was doing when he 
lifted his hand? 
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________ 



3.  Break up the words in syllables 

Bobby  mother  
hospital  ambulance  
jersey  doctors  
 

4. Re-write  the  sentences,  using  capital  letters  and 
the  correct  punctuation  where  applicable.  

bobby saw doctors nurses and an ambulance at the 
hospital 
 

 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

 

look  he is giving me a high five  bobby said excitedly 
 
 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 

 


